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In other matters, the Council: 
• Unanimously approved a law banning the smoking of cigarettes in all city-owned parks and recreation spaces. 
Complete story is here:
Lackawanna to evaluate firehouses after complaints of safety hazards

The Lackawanna City Council unanimously agreed Monday to seek an assessment of all three of the city’s municipal firehouses following complaints by firefighters and Mayor Norman I. Polanski that at least one of the buildings poses a safety hazard. 
Firefighters who attended Monday’s meeting expressed concern about the brick facade on the exterior of Fire Station No. 3 at 2900 South Park Ave. The dangers also were noted in a Feb. 11 letter from Polanski to lawmakers. 
“Falling debris from this building continually poses a life-threatening danger to Lackawanna Fire Department personnel, as well as the general public,” Polanski wrote. 
He added that, as of January 2009, the building has been condemned by the city code enforcement officer. In the letter, Polanski recommended constructing a new firehouse since repairing the current building would not be cost-effective. 
But Monday, lawmakers initially considered a request by Council President Charles Jaworski that would direct the city comptroller to borrow $975,000 that would be used to repair all three firehouses. Councilman Geoffrey Szymanski of the 2nd Ward insisted that it would be prudent to first get an assessment to determine what specific repairs needed to be done and seek estimates on the cost. 
The Council on Monday agreed to direct the mayor to obtain bids for the cost of shoring up Fire Station No. 3 on an emergency basis. 
In other matters, the Council: 
• Voted, 3-2, to approve a contract with the Municipal Housing Authority to provide two uniformed police officers to patrol Housing Authority developments. Jaworski and Councilman Francis Kulczyk of the 3rd Ward voted against the contract, both insisting that more discussion and negotiation with the mayor were needed. Jaworski balked at the idea that the base salaries of the two officers will cost the city an additional $110,000 a year. 
• Unanimously approved a law banning the smoking of cigarettes in all city-owned parks and recreation spaces. 
• Went into a closed-door meeting without stating why and, upon their return to open session, unanimously approved a motion that was announced by Jaworski as “John Doe vs. Lackawanna.” 
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